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The Campbell River and District Association for Community Living 

provides and advocates for local services to support people of all 

ages with special needs, their families and caregivers.  
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philosophy is based on the fundamental belief that each individual 

and/or family has the right to work toward achieving a quality of life 

that leads to self - fulfillment and meaning. The basic concept that 

guides us is the individual and/or family centered approach.  

We envision a safe and inclusive community promoting choices, op-

portunities, and a fulfilling quality of life.  
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It is with profound sadness that I write this submission in remembrance of a special man from a special 

family.  Thirty four years ago I met Mr. Dan Dion.  He was and will always be a part of  what I would call 

the core of the Association.  Dan welcomed me to my new position with great hospitality and ac-

ceptance.  For several years when I lived on Quadra I would come in early and open the Centre to have 

coffee with Danny Walter and Dwayne.  We had great conversations about hockey (Montreal Canadi-

ans), Special Olympics (the countless medals they had won) and life.  Dan was the epitome of kindness, 

gentleness, unless he was at a live hockey game.  I will never forget the time we did a road trip to Van-

couver to watch Montreal vs. Canucks.  Danôs appreciation for bad referees was duly noted by me and 

the colosseum.  Dan also back in those days collected tin foil to donate to purchase a wheel chair.  This 

is evident of his caring and wanting to help others.  When Dan knew someone was grieving he was al-

ways good for a hug and kind words.   

Mr. Dion also made the best popcorn ever, every Friday at the Centre as a little fund raiser.  To say the 

least Danny and Walter are well known figures in Campbell River.  Widely recognized as good people 

for a wave or a sincere good morning.  The community will grieve the loss of this special man but there 

will be no bad refereeing in heaven and the best popcorn ever.  
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With Summers final arrival, we are in full vacation planning mode here at Nikola Road.  Special Woodstock is 

a favorite concert for us all.  It takes place at Providence Farms in Duncan each August.  The out door concert 

and dancing is always a lot of fun.  One of our folks is in the midst of planning his ñdreamò vacation to Disney-

land!!  Plans are underway for this trip in early November.  I 

sure would like to Thank the incredibly dedicated staff here 

at Nikola, for without them these wonderful holidays could 

not take place.   
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